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State Broadband Data & Development Grant 

 

SBDD Program, Recovery Funding under the Natl.Telecommunications 

and Information Administration (US Dept of Commerce) 

 

Purpose: to collect accurate state-level broadband data, develop state-

level broadband maps and aid in the development of a national 

broadband map 

 

Awarded to The e-NC Authority: October 5, 2009 

• Mapping: award of $1,589,077 

– for broadband mapping over 2 years 

• Planning: award of $434,799  (for survey work) 

 

Project: NC BRIM(North Carolina Broadband-Rigor in Mapping) 

 



www.e-NC.org 

NC BRIM Data Collection Elements 

Data Collection Methods 

• Collecting data directly from Broadband Service Providers 

• Collecting broadband consumer data at the local level 

• Collecting provider data through a national data corporation that 

uses data mining/Web-crawling techniques 

• Conducting radio wave propagation prediction modeling (using GIS) 

to determine wireless coverage in North Carolina 

Planning Component Surveys 

• Conducting  a survey of citizens to help verify broadband availability 

in North Carolina and look at use of broadband by citizens (spring 

2010 and winter 2011) 

• Conducting a survey to assess broadband use among businesses 

and industries in NC (spring-summer 2010) 
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NC BRIM Current Status of Project Pieces 

Data Collection efforts:  
• e-NC has reached out to over 110 identified broadband providers to encourage 

them to participate in the data collection process, offered Non-Disclosure 

Agreements with the providers and one-on-one technical assistance on how to 

submit the data requested by NTIA. Data was submitted to NTIA in April/May 2010, 

with the next round to be submitted to NTIA October 1, 2010.  

• Broadband Consumer Survey – Research Methodology & Oversight (conducted 

by UNC-Chapel Hill, Kenan Institute; survey completed and results compiled, final 

report under development to be released in September/October 2010)  

• Broadband Consumer Survey – Local Level (conducted by Foothills Connect and 

Rockingham County Business & Technology Telecenter; survey completed 

February-March 2010; results compiled by Kenan Institute) 

• Service Provider Data through Data Mining/Web-Crawling (conducted by private 

corporation for one data pull in November 2009; level of detail available through 

web-crawling being assessed; future data mining methods under discussion) 

• Wireless Propagation/GIS Modeling (conducted by UNC-Greensboro; project 

underway; modeling to be displayed as part of the online broadband map being 

developed by e-NC) 
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NC BRIM Current Status of Project Pieces 

Planning:  

• Citizen Surveys (2010 Citizen Survey conducted by East Carolina University in 

spring;  results analyzed and final report underway for Oct. 2010 release) 

• Survey to assess broadband use among businesses and industries in NC 

(conducted by Strategic Networks Group; survey released April 27; final report to be 

released in Oct. 2010) 

Research Oversight: The NC BRIM project receives research support from East 

Carolina University, through the life of the project.  In addition three external 

evaluators (from UNC-Charlotte, NC A&T and Univ. of Illinois-Champaign) are 

providing input on the evaluation of data collection methodologies.  The NC Center 

for Geographic Information and Analysis is providing technical assistance on the GIS 

portion of the BRIM project.  

Database Development & Hosting: broadband database developed and built in winter-

spring 2010 by Topsail Technologies; geo-database developed in spring-summer 

2010 to comply with new NTIA requirements; secure hosting of broadband database 

provided by MCNC 

GIS Mapping: working with Michael Baker, Inc. to develop details of e-NC’s online 

Geographic Information System to show broadband availability in NC using the   

NTIA data collection process; map under development with launch in  

      late October 2010 
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Data and Map of State Broadband Availability 

Data Submission to NTIA – every 6 months  

    (generally Sept. and March) 
 

Spring/Fall 2010 – submitting provider data to NTIA,                     

with other data used for verification purposes 
 

Spring 2010 Data Submission to NTIA: 
• 95 broadband providers identified 

• 47 providers submitted data to e-NC 

• The total spring data submission included broadband data covering 98.1% of the 

households and 98.2% of the population of the state, and representing 92.5% of the 

total land area of the state.  

Fall 2010 Data Submission to NTIA: 
• 110 broadband providers identified 

• 40 providers have submitted data to e-NC to date 
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Data and Map of State Broadband Availability 

• Online Map of Broadband Availability in NC to be launched                

in late October 

• Map will show availability of broadband service by census block    

as well as showing providers in that area 

• Broadband provider data is submitted: 
– by census block 

– or for census blocks of > 2 square miles – then by street segments (range of 

addresses) or address level 

• Data from providers should reflect who they serve and who they 

could serve 

• Note: over 233,000 census blocks in the state 

• Map will aggregate the street segment and address points into 

polygons, more granular than the census blocks 

• Map will be searchable by address. Accuracy/level of detail will 

depend on whether underlying data is submitted by census block, 

street segment or address level 
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Supplemental Funding to e-NC under SBDD 

 

In May 2010, current state mapping entities were invited to 
apply for supplemental funding for the SBDD program 

 

Proposals due to NTIA on July 1, 2010 

 

The e-NC Authority request for SBDD Supplemental Funding 
totals: 

• $4,587,122 (federal) 

• $1,196,580 (match, including $400,000 from Golden LEAF) 

• Extension of current grant, Oct 2010-Oct 2014 



www.e-NC.org 

Supplemental Funding to e-NC under SBDD 

The e-NC Authority request for SBDD Supplemental Funding includes the following 

programs:                                                   Grant Period: Oct. 2009-Oct. 2014 

 

$1,645,950  Data collection, validation and display  (years 3-5, already funded for 

years 1-2) 

$   798,036  State Broadband Capacity Building (years 2-5)  

• Bridge support for programmatic, outreach, research and advocacy activities of the-

NC Authority 

• Focus on underserved communities of the state 

• Years 3 and 4 State Broadband Summits focused on statewide initiatives-highlighting 

local broadband deployment pilots, adoption and use best practices and sustainability 

options for local level programs 

$1,432,894  Technical Assistance Program (for years 2-5) 

• Will support  extension of on-the-ground technical assistance and research 

• Update on-line training, information and tool-kits/applications, including for small and 

home-based businesses 

• Will initiate a rigorous expert examination of best practices for measuring the     

impact  of broadband deployment and capacity building on community and    

economic development 



www.e-NC.org 

Supplemental Funding to e-NC under SBDD 

SBDD Supplemental Funding programs continued: 

      Grant Period: Oct. 2009-Oct. 2014 

 

 

$324,168  Program to Improve Computer Ownership and Internet Usage (years 2-3) 

• Develop a pilot Lifeline Online program that will offer qualifying citizens in 3 

economically distressed counties a comprehensive program of engagement, digital 

literacy training, technical support, subsidized equipment and broadband access  

 

$386,074  Address File Improvements (years 2-4) 

• Partner with NC Center for Geographic Information and Analysis (CGIA) to identify 

then apply new best practices and automation tools in a statewide Address File 

Update 
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Supplemental Funding to e-NC under SBDD 

SBDD Supplemental Funding: 

 

Awards expected to be made in September 2010 

Award would result in $4,587,122 in federal funding coming into the state, in addition to 

the original mapping/planning funds 

 

•  $4,587,122 (federal) 

• $1,196,580 (match) 

– $400,000 from Golden LEAF 

– $  61,311 from CGIA 

– Approx. $125,000 from e-NC 

– Plus e-NC personnel time 

 

Successful implementation of grant will require: 

• Removal of e-NC’s current sunset of Dec. 31, 2011 

• Continued recurring operating funds for e-NC (currently $442,035) 
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Other Broadband Recovery Funding to North Carolina 

 

Two Federal Agencies: 

• U.S. Department of Commerce’s National Telecommunications and Information 

Administration (NTIA) 

– Infrastructure/Comprehensive Community Infrastructure (middle mile) 

– Public Computer Centers 

– Sustainable Broadband Adoption 

• U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Rural Utilities Service (RUS) 

– Broadband Initiatives Program (BIP) (last mile) 

 

Two rounds of funding – proposals submitted August 2009, spring 2010 

Oversight/tracking from the NC Office of Economic Recovery and Investment (OERI) 

 

To date, over $260 million awarded to North Carolina in ARRA Broadband Project 

Funding, including 

– $28.2 million to MCNC (round 1) 

– $75.8 million to MCNC (round 2) 
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